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TheIsraelis’ tendency in general is to treat Yohanan as a traitor, a quisling.

It is not my task to try and change their minds, if indeed, they can or

should be changed. What people today think about Yohanan’s action in

abandoning the besieged city mostly testify to today’s considerations,

not to those of the first century.'?
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My Sunday school teacher went on... [telling the story of Rabban

Yohanan and Yavneh] "Where is the Roman empire now? Dead!" But

the Jews survived. "Why? Because there's more strength in learning

than in force". Jews have always known that. That's why we're alive

despite all the persecutions we've had to endure!"

I'was impressed with that legend and its clear meaning. I heard it for the

first time in 1946 when I was nine. World War IT has recently ended. Tales

of the Holocaust were beginning to enter the perception of American

Jewish youth. Remnants of the destroyed Jewish communities were

struggling to reassemble in Palestine and elsewhere. American Jews

were beginning to return to the synagogue in the wake of the Jewish

agony. The story of Yavneh's founding seemed to fit the time I first

heard it. It was not difficult to picture Yavneh as an ancient prototype

of the Hebrew school I was attending. The classrooms were musty. The

teacher was known in my city as a scholar. It was rumored that he had

received s'micha in some Polish yeshiva now laid waste by the Nazis.?
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